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Crosstabulation

One way of exploring the relationship between two variables is through the use of a contingency table, more commonly 
referred to as a crosstab. Crosstabs are useful for exploring relationships between categorical variables. For example, 
we can use a crosstab to explore the relationship between level of education as measured by DEGREE and attitudes 
toward abortion for any reason (ABANY). Click:

Analyze—Descriptive Statistics—Crosstabs
For this analysis, DEGREE is the independent variable and ABANY is the dependent variable. Therefore, you will 

want DEGREE in the columns and ABANY in the rows. Locate these variables in the variable list (Exhibit C.10). Using 
the arrow buttons, place DEGREE and ABANY in their respective boxes.

SPSS automatically computes cell counts (the number of respondents that are “observed” within each cat-
egory). However, you should also have SPSS calculate percentages for the independent variable to interpret differences. 
Therefore, click the Cells . . . button, choose the column percentages, and then click Continue to return to the first dialog 
box. If you have previous knowledge of statistics, you may want SPSS to also calculate a specific statistical test, such as 
chi-square. To do this, click the Statistics . . . button, make the appropriate choices, then click Continue. Click OK to 
run the crosstab command. Take a minute to inspect the resulting output (Exhibit C.11) and interpret the table (review 
Chapter 14 if necessary).

Now repeat this procedure, substituting INCOM98R for DEGREE. This will generate a crosstabulation of support 
for abortion by respondent’s family income.

The results indicate that support for abortion if the woman wants one for any reason increases with education (ris-
ing from about 18% to over 65% across the five education categories) and also with family income (an increase of about 
24% from the lowest to the highest recoded income categories).

Exhibit C.10 Requesting Crosstabs


